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Part I: The 20th Century: A Fulcrum in Human History

What does one write about when one realizes that the lung of our planet can soon be pierced by humanity as a whole as we begin to voyage to other worlds? What does one say when one first imagines that a starship capable of distant navigation of the ocean of Space may become a practical reality in his lifetime? What does one choose to relate when one stares across the ultimate frontier, now open?

Some have suggested that if I really believe in such ideas, and with the reach of such a large audience, I should comment on world affairs of the moment, such as the conflict in Europe, the decay of the environment, or the tragedy in Littleton. I can indeed comment on these issues, but my thoughts will be brief, for their common ultimate answer lies underneath far more fundamental questions than our media asks of us.

I have had a most useful experience recently which can add to the depth of my thoughts on the conflict in Europe. Invited by the U.S. Department of Defense to visit a number of military installations, I spent several days gaining a measure of our fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters and children in the Armed Forces. Though having to depart prior to visiting our Navy, I spent about a day each with senior officials at the Pentagon, Coast Guard, Army, Marines, Air Force, and U.S. Space Command. At each location, demonstrations of capabilities were presented to a few dozen of us leaders of civilian life, as part of the 62nd U.S. military-civilian orientation conference.

What I saw impressed me. I met wonderful individuals engaged in tasks in which they believe strongly, performing remarkably efficiently and with unflinching integrity, dedication, and skill, especially given the paltry wages, aging infrastructure, and arthritic charters of their surrounding institutions. I saw organizations seasoned through a century of total war, having succeeded in and remaining committed to the preservation of the freedom of a great nation.

Our Armed Forces represent a well formed coil capable of springing force across the world and striking with awesome power. In the course of my visits with hundreds of people including dozens of senior generals (none of whom would likely have had access to other "more exotic" information in which I have an interest), I came away impressed by the sophistication of our system of protecting our set of beliefs and way of life. For as long as is necessary, our Armed Forces should exist as such and be operated with care and wisdom, the character for which I have indeed seen in their leadership. 

But the questions of the charters of our Armed Forces and resulting justifications for their deployment are issues with far less certain conclusions at this unique time upon our small planet. Have we not learned that the application of force to impact a populace which is unconvinced of reasonable justification gives birth to future terrorism?

We have been embroiled in conflict in Europe because our international systems of government do not presently possess the vision to implement a stable global society of people passionate about the concept of peace within diversity. 

Humanity continues to institutionalize conflict and unbridled competition. Graduating beyond the days of using chains and ropes to bind limbs, we now have made invisible and electronic the evidence of enslavement and waste from our competitive activity, cutting ever lower into the tree of the biosphere. We are governed by an increasingly conscious system of economics whose genetic priorities are unbounded by Nature. While brilliantly organizing human activity with a certain degree of freedom, it is not a self-sufficient cyclical system. What investors take from the Earth through our corporations is not being returned to the Earth. This will stop by our hand, or Earth's, within one generation.

Humanity does not yet see the totality of its common bond. We do not understand that each of us is the same form of animal regardless of our individual physical traits, beliefs, or customs. We do not understand that even our commonality in species is insignificant in comparison to our commonality with all things in the Cosmos. We do not realize that all forms in the Cosmos are simply patterns of energy, or patterns of "force in motion". We do not see that the only true religion is one of which every being within the Cosmos is obviously already a member. Instead of worshiping our diversity, we choose to eviscerate it, convinced that "my god is better than yours", when it is obvious that God is common to all things. We've built massive systems to irradiate each other, infect each other, and shoot lead into each others' bodies because we've chosen to hate our differences. We are seemingly incapable of envisioning and teaching a common system of ethical fundamentals that can span across all faiths, sciences, cultures and species.

With utter disregard for truth, we convince ourselves that "media do not influence" our behavior. Such utter nonsense. And so we try to accuse, censor, imprison, and penalize rather than accept the responsibility ourselves that comes with the understanding of a basic physical truth: every action is the result of its history. Evil internal to a society is clear evidence of the youth or poverty of its systems of self-education.

Our schools, news, and entertainment are the principal influences on individual human behavior today. 

Humans do not yet politically or socially understand that "truth" and "love" are principles of conscious evolution, and violation of these principles will bring inevitable consequence. We therefore do not preach from our bully pulpits that peace is the ultimate power and the ultimate ideal.

What are we left with from all of this? Crises everywhere, driven by deficiencies and conflicts among human ethical fundamentals. Israel. Iraq. Rwanda. Northern Ireland. Kosovo. Littleton. Anytown.

We are willing to spend a quarter trillion dollars a year on Armed Forces prepared to tackle symptomatic crises while not seeing that a force of such scale and sophisticated operational prowess could be chartered anew as an organization for world education and peaceful assistance, striking at the heart of root causes of human pain. And it could be done with the greatest pride, as an organizational first step towards total social experience of Earth and Space.

What should we do about Saddam Hussein? Kosovo? What must we do to protect the children of the next Littleton? Should we build more prisons? Shall we restrict civil liberty? Shall we build a heavier government? Shall we institutionalize censorship? 

Shall we aim for a societal ideal that even contemplates the need to stretch the eyes of surveillance into every dark corner and green field?

No. We must focus our global agenda on one aim: individual change. If individuals can destroy biospheres, then we must aim for a society in which individuals never choose even to contemplate such horrors, let alone abet or cause them. This is why spirituality and education are central rituals of life going forward, as technology takes us to the stars. 

We must aim the primary thrust of our force towards a profound change of individual beliefs, and fight others with violence only in self-defense. Supporting others to fight for themselves is, in isolated and managed circumstances, necessary, but only individual change in symphony will alter the trajectory of a society. 

Does this mean that I argue in behalf of a "pacifist" society? Of course, and as a goal, not simply a vision. Tell me what other kind of world you would prefer to live in? Tell me of a weapon system we have made which will not ultimately fall into the hands of a terrorist? How many millions of death warrants have already been thus sealed? For all the powers of our Armed Forces, I learned one fact for certain on my trip across the branches of our military: neither the military nor any other kind of police force will ever be able to eliminate the increasingly potent threat of a single fearful individual (let alone nation) equipped with any technology of mass destruction, obtained for the right price.

It is fair to ask for a glimpse of the motive that could possibly be so powerful as to cause mass individual change toppling militarism from the world. It is easy to recognize that such a motive must also exist if we are to cease the mindless destruction of the ancient tree of life that supports us. What motivating event would be grand enough to cohere the moral compass of billions of human beings at once? 

Opening the frontier of Space, enabling human beings to see their true place and possibility within the reaches of the Cosmos.

The revolution that will change humanity forever is soon coming from a likely place – science – and will be impressed upon us through the only process that really has lasting effect – education. As the limits of human imagination planted in cement by 20th Century physics lift away, a new human consciousness will sweep over the world. 

For my part, I am assembling this book and making a potent film, through which millions of people may one day see and come to understand a basic ethic that is not widely taught by our society: the utter mandate for unity in and worship of diversity. Such an understanding is surely a prerequisite to the dawn of the true Space Age, when technology will be so potent as to carry us either to destruction in genocide or to the stars in peace. My objective is clear: present a sweep of true science that will so dazzle a young inner-city 12 year-old and her great grandfather alike as to transform their visions of life forever, suggesting a total unity of faith and reason. Behaviors like acquisitiveness and violence will come to look like what they are: primitive foolishness, in comparison to the promise that we can now envision at the leading edges of science and spirituality.

The Millennium We Face

Most of the people first reading my book have been drawn to it by the controversy surrounding my announcement of belief in the reality of the UFO phenomena. I would have preferred to attract attention through headlines other than as "the Fox Mulder of Silicon Valley" or "Web Wacko Walks". But I suppose that is my own fault, for investing significant thrust in my first pronouncements behind a debate that doesn't determine the fate of my thesis. A few reporters have wisely figured out my point that the "Roswell question" is largely irrelevant to my larger hypothesis, as are questions of any "cover-up". 

The entire debate about Roswell and the U.S. government can be isolated by realizing that only three circumstances are possible to consider, given the facts as I see them:

The First Possibility - Some physical ET event happened in the forties resulting in official recovery of material. In this scenario, some small, quasi private but official organization has learned much from recovered materials and perhaps from direct contact. But in the early days, such a group was so shaken, or otherwise given guidance, that it was motivated to maintain this great secret, for the reasons you'll hear from me over the next several weeks. The best evidence I have lending credence to this scenario is that I have indeed had many face-to-face conversations with people who have held positions of great significance within government and science who confirm the reality of UFOs. As time goes on, I will share with you what they have said to me in precise detail, to the extent they have given permission for me to repeat what they have said. Most of these people have indicated directly or indirectly that we are in possession of recovered materials. If a delusion or base intent exists throughout ALL such conversations, then I could conclude that no such "recovery" event occurred. I remain persuaded that something of that magnitude did indeed happen, but open-minded one way or the other.

The Second Possibility – No physical "crash" or contact event occurred, but the government realized that this phenomenon was indeed quite tangible, as stated by no less a person than a former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the United States Armed Forces (along with so many other bright, honest people): "THE PHENOMENON IS REAL AND NOT VISIONARY OR FICTITIOUS". That alone is enough to conceivably give rise to a popular crash "mythology" after 50 years of Cold War propaganda. Indeed, some researchers suggest that "Roswell" was an intelligence disinformation tactic intended to intimidate the Soviet Union. This is plausible, and in this case, a compartmentalized set of gun camera footage, radar tracking reports or other smoking gun evidence has likely been studied by some unidentified unit of government, and stunning conclusions reached, just as qualified private researchers later concluded.

The Third Possibility – The institutions of government were so frightened by their fear of the public reaction to unknown aerial phenomena that they maneuvered out of the vise created by the growing indications of their own studies before they were convinced of a reality underlying the phenomena. If this is so, then the field of UFO research, as depressingly tattered and disorganized as it is, is a most unlikely intellectual arrowhead for the revolution of the ages. The best evidence I have in favor of this scenario is that I find the vision of our present national political and economic agenda so limited as to be irreconcilable with factual knowledge of an "extraterrestrial phenomena".

Our officials in highest office can't have it both ways. Either there is a quasi-public official organization of expertise in this phenomena or there is not. This is a sobering question answered either way for me in particular, as you might with this perspective guess.

Because in the end, why does the question of government knowledge or lack thereof really matter? I don't think it matters much at all. There are unidentified flying objects in our skies, and have been for a long, long time! With that fact given as a "100" on a 1-to-10 scale of significance, a government coverup would rate approximately 1.1. In any scenario, I hope to be able to engage with our world leaders on this subject within a framework of total mutual respect.

People who say that there is a fourth possibility – UFOs do not exist – simply have not done their homework. "UFOs are impossible, and those who believe in them are nuts" say the media. This line of fiction originates primarily from old-school physicists – the present gods of Western civilization – who believe the Cosmos cannot be tapped for movement or energy beyond Newtonian propellant. The almost-too-obvious irony is made bittersweet when one realizes that such physicists deny the existence of the only paradigm that will ever justify a massive societal investment in the domain of their passion. UFOs employ the very fundamental power within Space which physicists seek to understand and tap, yet most physicists not only deny the possibility of such a discovery, they peer-review away the mere discussion!

But, science as a whole, and certainly broader Western thought, is beginning to realize that UFOs are indeed possible, and that old-school physicists are simply wrong. Consider the May, 1999, issue of Discover magazine. It contains one of just a few examples of courageous journalism in pursuit of the true spirit of science. The article describes one of several possibilities for gravity manipulation presently being explored, this one at NASA. And the scientists engaged in this work are courageous indeed for publicly sharing what they have learned, mainly to the scorn of their uninformed peers. 

However, the godfathers of physics still hold the general media rapt, imagineering several new "fundamental particles" every year to bolster theories which, however correct or misguided, every physicist knows are absent their true, simple unifying foundation. Everyone engaged in the hunt for the insight that will open the frontier of Space, everyone who seeks the true beginning of the Space Age, anyone who suggests that something "fundamental" is missing in underlying physical assumptions unchanged since Galileo is labelled a heretic or a nut, or is simply ignored. Anyone who touches upon the idea that gravity is not immutable is tainted by scorn. 

I wonder what monkeys think of Boeing 747's as they fly overhead? What myths do monkeys imagine concerning human aircraft? Will one day future descendants of the monkeys reject the possibility of human "UFOs"?

I suggest to the institutional science community that unjustified scorn functions according to the same Newtonian Law which you believe forever imprisons the imagination of the Cosmos onto the surface of its garden worlds everywhere. If gravitational propulsion is ever observed in mass, do you realize how quickly your scorn will reflect the limits of your personal vision, and in a few cases, integrity? Further, when it realizes the importance of recent studies on the true powers of consciousness, do you believe the public will trust science in its present form to represent and define the principal view of life?

But even this argument is largely irrelevant. What's presently true is presently true, regardless of what any of us may believe. I believe that the Cosmos has a more beautiful imagination than the presumed limits imposed by Galilean Relativity, Newtonian propellant, and merely random mechanics. If the larger world view is even close to being correct, every true scientist (as I believe myself to be) will one day soon witness a great transformation, and will be as enthralled and humbled by it as I have been. No one will stop this process of discovery, for too many are engaged in its pursuit, using true methods of science. And for everyone who really understands the meaning of the ideas that will soon be openly discussed, every philosophy of life will begin to shift. Every priority will be weighed differently. Every choice will be reconsidered. 

No, the book I continue to assemble with many brilliant co-authors is not about Roswell, or Y2K, or the economy, or conflicts like Kosovo. It is not about a battle with science, nor is it at odds with any major religion. It is an argument for unity in diversity as a narrow path through to the grandest future we can imagine. Anyone who has read the first draft published on the Internet knows that this is my primary point. This book is a live, changing report on an unfolding discovery whose significance soars beyond all others I know, one that makes the trivial concerns of everyday life meaningless by comparison.

My book is about looking out into the heavens at night and truly sensing that the third dimension is practically permeable – viscerally feeling a sacred depth within the Cosmos – where every dot of light is seen as a campfire at a vastly different distance, together enumerating countless billions of new worlds within our reach. 

It is in this context that I have chosen to write about our times here in 1999 A.D., and it's hard to choose what to write about, for there are so many paths to follow. Whenever at a loss, I find it helpful to step back and regain a ground within the trajectory of human experience.

Modern Civilization

As my father originally wrote for the introduction to his essay on Christianity contributed to The Truth:

Richard P. McBrien, in his book Catholicism, has related in striking metaphor the radical degree to which human history has changed in the last tiny fraction of our human existence.  He notes that if the last fifty thousand years were divided into periods of sixty-two year life spans, we’ve enjoyed eight hundred lifetimes.  "Six-hundred and fifty were spent in caves.  Only during the last seventy lifetimes has it been possible to communicate through the written word, and only during the last six lifetimes has the human community had access to the printed word."

We traveled by camel caravan before the Christian era, at about eight miles per hour.  This form of travel was common for just under eight thousand years, until the chariot, which pushed human travel to 20 mph.  Steam locomotion of the early nineteenth century allowed speed of only thirteen miles per hour, and the sailing ships, before and after, were slower still. By the latter part of the nineteenth century, with improvements in the steam engine, we reached speeds of 100 mph.  As McBrien notes, it had taken members of this hominid species millions of  years to be able to communicate with each other and travel to each other.  Then, in a revolution during the last part of the last one of our eight hundred lives of the last fifty thousand years, we have seen planes, jets, rockets, and Space travel with astronauts and Space capsules and the capacity to reach Neptune and one of its moons, and send back computer-enhanced photographs from celestial bodies at the edge of our solar system.

And during just the last lifetime, we have seen the rise of literacy, telegraph, telephones, radio, television, transistors; and computers, microchips, and the Internet; and radio telescopes and Space probes with the capacity to send and receive messages to the outer reaches of Space. 

Perhaps the most haunting and emotive of all advancements in communications recorded in our lifetime are the images from the Hubble Space Telescope -- humanity’s first clear-vision eye peering into the secret places of the history of the heavens.

Clearly we live in an important time. 

But what knowledge of history has the culture of the United States, the bastion of Western idealism, left in the minds of its children?  Instead of McBrian’s yardstick of time at 800 lifetimes in 62 year units, let us resolve further to human generations, for simplicity’s sake let’s say averaging just over 20 years from time one gives birth to the next. By that reckoning, what is the state of mind of our newest generation, the last in 2400 human generations over 50,000 years?

Circling recently on the Internet was a simplistic but wonderful answer to this question, adapted below.

The people who left high school last spring across the U.S. were born in 1980. They have no meaningful recollection of the Reagan era and did not know he had ever been shot. They were prepubescent when the Persian Gulf War was waged. Black Monday 1987 is as significant to them as the Great Depression. There has only been one Pope. 

Their lifetime has always included AIDS. They never had a Polio shot and likely do not know what it is. Bottle caps have not only always been screw off, but have always been plastic. They have no idea what a pull top can looks like. Atari pre-dates them, as do vinyl albums. The expression "you sound like a broken record" means nothing to them. They have never owned a record player. They don’t enjoy playing Pac Man and have never heard of Pong. They laugh at the  original special effects for the Star Trek series just released when human beings first landed on the moon.

They may have heard of an 8-track, but chances are they probably have never actually seen or heard one. The Compact Disc was introduced when they were 1 year old. As far as they know, stamps have always cost about 32 cents. Zip codes have always had a dash in them. They have always had an answering machine. Most have never seen a TV set with only 13 channels, nor have they seen a black and white TV. They have always had cable. There have always been VCR's, but they have no idea what Beta is. They cannot fathom not having a remote control. They were born the year that the Walkman was introduced by Sony. 

They have never seen Larry Bird play, and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar is a football player. They never took a swim petrified by the idea of Jaws. The Vietnam War is as ancient history to them as WWI, WWII or even the Civil War. They have no idea that Americans were ever held hostage in Iran. They can't imagine what hard contact lenses are. They don't know who Mork was or where he was from. They never heard the terms "Where's the beef?", "I'd walk a mile for Camel", or "de plane, de plane!". They do not care who shot J.R. and have no idea who J.R. is. M.A.S.H., The Cosby Show, The Love Boat, and Taxi are shows they have likely never seen.

They can only really remember reading about one president. They were 11 when the Soviet Union broke apart and do not remember the Cold War. They have never feared a nuclear war. "The Day After" is a pill to them, not a movie. CCCP is just a bunch of letters. They have only known one Germany. They are too young to remember the Space shuttle blowing up, and Tiananmen Square means nothing to them. They do not know who Qadafi is. The New Deal is most likely a rebate on a new VW Beetle.

Very few have felt deep emotion drip from the memories of the absolute courage and loss of World War II and the Holocaust. Fewer still have any recollection of the true history of the Cold War. Almost none can personally relate the two World Wars together, distinguishing or even remembering their teachings for the future of the world. The term appeasement doesn’t ring a bell for them. Neither do they admire Churchill as a hero, if they even know why they should.

Do you feel old now, or young? Remember, the lucky few of the people who don't know these things will be in college this year. And in four years, they'll be part of the work force. I hope college teaches them well.

For all its weaknesses, this new generation is the most innately conscious of all before it. It has been barraged with the loudest, most, biggest, brightest, strongest, tastiest, foulest, best and worst that western marketing can offer, all delivered in THX sound, with digital fidelity, on widescreen, at 400Mhz and at 28.8Kbps, or better yet 56, or even better, a megabit over a cable modem. To the older generation, if you don’t know what those words mean, let it be your clue to the vast, valuable and potent new advanced culture now leaping up on its own two feet, as a skeletal and nervous system of our future civilization. 

Despite all this noise, or perhaps because of it, this new generation is more resonant with the soft, natural, true qualities of life than any before it. Their culture reveals it in the way they talk, dress, eat, work and socialize. They have no desire for war. They have an intuitive concern for themselves and the world, a concern that leaves some depressed, others totally lost and destructive, some on a returning path to religion, and a few motivated like crazy to save the Earth from humanity. Most do not feel empowered in a society where the only thing that seems to have power is money. 

Their imaginations are stunningly creative, for they have been nourished on a diet of extraordinary "edutainment" whose substance is now clearly beyond the comprehension of their distant ancestors. Their tolerance for diversity is high, and within a growing number of them, diversity of experience is what is sought, not fought. They expect to work as equals on teams among friends for generally "good" causes, as long as they live. 

How far society has come! Consider for a moment how tall we stand on the shoulders of others.

At the beginning of modern times, the reach of Western civilization was essentially limited to sophisticated agriculture and trade. By the end of the second millennium, Western civilization had transformed the “community primate” into an “individual explorer” of the Cosmos.  Anthropologically speaking, this is staggering!

We homo sapiens animals have courageously mapped the globe and savagely conquered what we mapped. We created institutions, constitutions, charters, and charges that enshrined our visions. In the 20th Century, humanity engineered electromagnetism – light. We engineered communication. We engineered transportation. We engineered economics. We engineered entertainment. We engineered civilization itself. We engineered wars, and we fought despots to preserve freedom. We discovered new powers of the atom, while not yet fully understanding its purpose or true function. We created the military industrial complex. We exaggerated fear. We constructed Mutually Assured Destruction. We created the consumer. We created the statistic. We came close to destroying civilization, yet we pulled back just one step from the brink. 

It may be this last event which accelerated "their" action.

We then imagined wondrous science fiction. We landed on the Moon. We created the computer. We created the mind of humanity – the Internet. We deciphered DNA and began to construct forms of life. We began to write about the meaning of such remarkable events, and imagine the kinds of future revolutions yet in store. And all along, our art has informed our future.

This foundation of modern discovery has empowered humanity with the freedom to school itself in fundamentally new ways of living. The first Western generation born into the 21st Century will take for granted a way of life which, to its ancestor generation 100 years earlier, would be completely foreign and magical. The 20th Century has been a laboratory for human civilization as we first became literate in technologies drawn from the energy of Space.

We can now recognize that the learning acquired within this laboratory could not have been absorbed through any path other than experience. And it is the collection of these experiences – the innovations, the conflicts, the movements, the ideologies, the personalities – and their interplay which have served to imprint our collective consciousness – the soul of the species, the Cosmos in its expression of us – with fundamental learning. 

What role might this imprint serve?

If human consciousness is actually now empowered to evolve itself on a global scale, as most philosophers and many biologists believe, then the learning processes of the 20th Century will prove to have been a vital pre-school education for a young race about to leap beyond its roots. The 20th Century will be remembered as the film through which humanity's conscious evolution was first viewed as a collective drama of epic dimension. 

Leading futurists are now predicting vast and fundamental revolutions in the first part of the next century – revolutions whose sweep will eclipse anything seen in the past 100 years. From my perspective, even these thinkers haven't glimpsed the scale of pending change, for new discoveries at the roots of all science – Cosmology and physics – suggest a Universal worldview and a future whose reach appear to extend beyond even the wonders presented in modern science fiction. 

I believe the imprint in human consciousness left by the 20th Century is a form of preparation for the implications of this remarkable new future. 

A Revolution in the Making

Two limits upon the ultimate reach of humanity have been in place since Albert Einstein's Special Relativity theory was cemented early in the 20th Century. First is a straightjacket called lightspeed: a "universally accepted" practical limit on the reach of all life in traversing the Cosmos. Does it not shock you to learn that the speed of light is not a constant? The speed of light is a function of the quantum vacuum, and has been shown on many occasions to be subject to change. Yet you do not hear the implications of this fact from institutional physics or the media, mainly because they do not understand the implications.

Secondly, and in a round-about way, Special Relativity also enshrined both the accurate observations and inaccurate conclusions of a great scientist named Galileo. He observed that "objects fall equally" and concluded that no matter could "fall unequally". In other words, modern physics set in stone at the beginning of this century not only the idea that the observations Galileo made were reported truthfully (which they were), but that all conclusions stated by Galileo were true. Well, for UFOs to be real, then it must be possible to violate over-half-millennium old science through some form of engineering. 

Is it so hard for us to consider seriously the idea that Galileo was not correct in a complete and final sense? Is it not possible that subsequent learnings from physics could better inform Galileo's, Newton's, and Einstein's observations? Could we not one day learn a way to make objects "fall" in other directions than down? Is it impossible across the reaches of the Cosmos for any advanced species of beings to have discovered how to create a gravitic field effect that shatters the limits of Newtonian propellant? 

The present arrogance of physics is not limited to "nuts and bolts" issues that "just" hold us back from going to the stars. Perhaps even more deeply meaningful to the human condition, and to what we may ultimately find "out there", is ongoing research into the nature of consciousness itself. Consciousness appears to have an inherent power to cause force at a distance yielding all sorts of amazing "anomalies", including observations of biological self-healing. Consciousness may also be equipped with an ability to "project" and/or "sense" thoughts "non-locally" (i.e. what is commonly derided as "telepathy"). Physicists reject these findings too.

Most assuredly, there is a lot of "pseudo-science" nonsense performed within these domains, as in all other domains of thought. But the most persuasive of the studies that point us in these directions are based upon excellent science – science in the truest tradition of brave discovery with precision reporting. The reaction by many institutions of science to the people who report these observations looks indistinguishable from the behavior of a frightened Church. 

"All truth passes through three stages: first, it is ridiculed; next it is violently attacked; finally, it is held to be self-evident."

-- Schopenhauer
Beneath the "Good Morning America" mentality that focuses our thinking on the mere instants of modern life, and seeping around the obstacle of arthritic systems of peer review, stunning revolutions in thought are emerging from nearly every discipline of science, history, and theology. These revolutions are unequivocally unstoppable, and will ripple out to affect every aspect of human existence, and indeed the very growth and direction of the tree of life on this world. I believe that the society created during the 20th Century has established the foundation for the completion of the primate's destructive descent from the trees, in preparation for the reestablishment of a garden on Earth, and a leap into far higher branches of Cosmic evolution – a leap into the heavens, a leap into Space. Civilization stands at the edge of a grand and sweeping transformation, as myths of the Space Age emerge to become center stage real possibility. As I stare onto this stage, I see a period of collective learning and change more intense than any across written history.

Consider one example: the Big Bang theory of Creation.

I am not alone in envisioning that we are about to realize a staggering and ultimate physical truth: the discovery that the Universe is infinite – that "the Big Bang" may soon refer to the sound of the vanishing of a presumptive-become-principal edifice of 20th Century Cosmology. With alternate explanations for inflationary redshift and Cosmic background radiation coming into focus, some of the brightest astronomers and astrophysicists in the world are now winning converts to an idea that is obvious to philosophers: the campfires we see at night are strewn across an ocean of energy of infinite dimension, where matter formation and dissassembly work in a great Cosmic cycle. 

Given recent astronomical observations, we can see perhaps the greatest weakness underlying the Big Bang hypothesis in just one expression, valid in the language of mathematics: 


Does...

F(Big Bang) = Big Bang

...where F is any logical absolute frame of existence and X is our theory of Cosmology?

Can the philosopher not demand that physics bring closure to at least one infinite function in absolute time? I ask the readers of Scientific American's excellent cover story from January 1999, does the Big Bang hypothesis presently stand a chance of defining how it could repeat itself in perpetuity? Will we resort to a new "underlying or chaotic geometry" to further protect Big Bang inflation? Einstein said, to the effect, "infinity is repugnant to the mind", and we've been saddled with the Big Bang scenario ever since. Well, at the end of this century, with alternate explanations in print for the evidence attributed to the Big Bang, consider which is more "repugnant to the mind": a Steady State Cosmology within one infinite fundamental function, or a "beginning of time" which "just happens from time to time?" What function produces a Big Bang?
For those with a philosophical or spiritual perspective but a scientific rigor, the question to Big Bang Cosmologists is this: which system of belief requires the greater dependence upon philosophical unknowables: Big Bang Cosmology or Steady State Cosmology? Which leaves greater demand for an arbitrary Creator beyond the Universe as its own Creator? 

Let me express a personal prediction: The fall of the Big Bang hypothesis is imminent, and will turn out to be a spectacular example of other fundamental corrections soon to sweep through Cosmology and physics.

In the place of the Big Bang hypothesis will emerge the concept of Space as an eternal quantum medium of "force", which forever creates and evolves the matter systems of an infinite Universe. We will learn that the Universe has always existed, and will always exist. Space is all that is. Space is its own function. Space is not empty. It is a mainly isotropic medium of intense force in infinite dimension.
New realizations won't stop at Cosmology, but will ripple through the layers of science built thereon. We will learn that energetic forms within the Universe, or patterns of "forces in motion", become increasingly conscious through time, evolving in stages from what we call "astrophysics" through "chemistry" through "geology" through "biology" through "consciousness". We will learn that the ladder of time which science studies is a ladder of awareness, and that each successive rung is represented by a system of matter with a more refined "perception" of energy. We will learn that each discipline of science studies one stage of an integrated system of being with an infinite number of possibilities. We will come to learn that the shape of the double-helix of biology is far more fundamental than simply a chemical accident. We will learn that the helical patterns of motion within all systems we observe are expressing a fundamental geometry of Space. The implications are stupendously far-reaching. 

Once again, the Earth will be removed further from the center of all things, and homo sapiens' self-perception will become relatively smaller and absolutely more significant among the "I's" of Cosmos. Humanity will learn yet again deeper insights into its true Nature, absorbed through Nature's very own senses. 

As it always has, the Cosmos within humanity is learning of itself, and is now beginning to discern how it can unplant itself from the bed of its garden on Earth. Ours is the time during which humanity can come to see that the sweep of experience in its future leaps far beyond even the imagination of its most modern science fiction. We live in the era when our planet's most advanced beings of consciousness can emerge into the ocean of infinity, as newly mobile fish first realize the sea within which they will learn to swim and grow. We approach the time when homo sapiens animals learn of the fundamental force which forms us and drives us and all other things onward, from an infinite Cosmic history towards an infinite future! 

With this knowledge, all artificial boundaries and labels that now separate human beings will become distinctions to value and foster for cultural enrichment, for we are now in the business of imagining eternal life.

Yes, after extensive and continuing study, spanning history, science, and theology, I have come to "believe in UFOs", and that the sweep of modern science fiction may not have even begun to encompass what lays ahead for humanity. The consciousness of humanity as a collective mind is beginning now to see the outlines and shapes of its pending revolutions. The revolutions share a comment root – a discovery which reaches to the very core of what it means to exist. 

As you will realize in reading what follows in later writings, the revolutions in thought which humanity now confronts will demand the enhanced perceptive skills of our young generations. Their acute sense of intuitive truth – given compass by the distillation of experience expressed in societal art – will be a crucial facility. Equally critical will be the knowledge and seasoned judgment of their elders, whose guidance will be given voice through entertainment, schooling, and conversation. Together, we've got a new kind of civilization to begin to imagine, and only in perfect symphony will we be able to traverse these changes with any degree of equilibrium. 

The revolutions we collectively face will demand complete integration of the seminal learnings of the 20th Century: the grandest imagination of the future infused with the greatest wisdom gleaned from the experiences of our past.

A Drum Roll for the Future?

I believe that you can strike the word "fiction" from the "science fiction fantasy" you are about to witness from George Lucas. The story is fiction, but its lessons are true, and the sweep of its vision is not outside of our reach. 

Think about that carefully. 

Our present circumstance may be quite synchronistic, don't you think? I finally figured out a way to understand synchronicity simply. A synchronicity is like your left hand and right hand coming together in an interlocking embrace: each finger is amazed at how the others "just happen" to be set in the right place at the right time, unaware of the vastly greater power that brings them together, for a purpose. All it takes to comprehend the method of synchronicity, to understand the true power of One Fundamental, and to make the truth of "Infinity" completely obvious, is belief in a greater Force of Consciousness than your own.

We observe an "electromagnetic force". We observe "nuclear forces". We observe the "force of gravity". We observe that the medium we call Space “forces” motion in all matter forms. We observe a "force of consciousness", that acts even at a distance. If modern physics still retains its grasp of philosophy, it will see that it is describing different behaviors of the same “unified fundamental force”. 

I believe that such a Force IS.

Yes, these are the dog-days, Fortunatus:

The heather lies limp and dead

On the mountain, the baltering torrent

Shrunk to a soodling thread;

Rusty the spears of the legion, unshaven its captain,

Vacant the scholar's brain

Under his great hat,

Drug as she may the Sibyl utters

A gush of table-chat.

And you yourself with a head-cold and upset stomach,

Lying in bed till noon,

Your bills unpaid, your much advertised Epic not yet begun,

Are a sufferer too. All day, you tell us, you wish

Some earthquake would astonish

Or the wind of the Comforter's wing

Unlock the prisons and translate

The slipshod gathering.

And last night, you say, you dreamed

of that bright blue morning,

The hawthorn hedges in bloom,

When, serene in their ivory vessels,

The three wise Maries come,

Sossing through seamless waters, piloted in

By sea-horse and fluent dolphin:

Ah! how the cannons roar,

How jocular the bells as They

Indulge the peccant shore.

It is natural to hope and pious, of course, to believe

That all in the end shall be well,

But first of all remember,

So the Sacred Books foretell,

The rotten fruit shall be shaken. Would your hope make sense

If today were that moment of silence

Before it break and drown

When the insurrected eagre hangs

Over the sleeping town?

How will you look and what will you do when the basalt

Tombs of the sorcerers shatter

And their guardian megalopods

Come after you pitter-patter?

How will you answer when from their qualming spring

The immortal nymphs fly shrieking

And out of the open sky

The pantocratic riddle breaks –

"Who are you and why?"

For when in a carol under the apple-trees

The reborn featly dance,

There will also, Fortunatus,

Be those who refused their chance,

Now pottering shades, querulous beside the salt-pits,

And mawkish in their wits,

To whom these dull dog-days

Between event, seem crowned with olive

And golden with self-praise.

-- Under Sirius, 1949, W. H. Auden

Coming Soon: Part II: The 21st Century: Starship Earth
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On April 6th, 1999, I sent a simple and utterly reasonable message to two of the scientists I respect most. No response has yet been received to this message. The text of the message follows (with one or two typo corrections :).

Do you think scientific peer review works efficiently and fairly as it is presently structured?

Dear [] and [],

Hope you are both well.  I understand there is an upcoming conference [in Washington D.C.] on science and religion. I would like to ask your and  []'s sponsorship (privately implemented, if need be) to be given a one-hour slot to speak. You can be assured of a simple, clear, and scientific argument. If I make a fool of myself, then your posture against the UFO hypothesis would be strengthened, and my hand neutralized. If instead I make a cogent and sobering case, then the cause of truth would be advanced, would it not?

As one last reason not to reject this request, I pose to you a question, one which the two of you are perhaps THE BEST qualified to answer, connected with each other through the vision which I share, CONTACT:

If it is impossible in principle that real ET UFOs have been witnessed over Earth, then it is impossible in principle EVER to achieve the kind of Space exploration depicted in ANY science fiction dream beyond 2001: A Space Odyssey. We will never get to the stars in any meaningful way. Are you prepared to declare final judgment against the possibility that life at some point in the Cosmos can traverse it more practically than through Newtonian propellant?

Only a SETI scientist would have the courage to answer this question honestly.

With or without your support, I admire both of your visions tremendously.

J O S E P H    F I R M A G E

Founder & Chairman

______________________________________

International Space Sciences Organization




International  Space  Sciences  Organization








International  Space Sciences Organization
May 1999
Joseph P. Firmage
Page 16

